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One the evening of 2 January 2005, I was searching for a colony
of Indian Flying Fox (Pteropus giganteus) near Madareshwar
Mahadeo temple, on the eastern outskirts of Banswara city in
southern Rajasthan.  Though I searched a big area I could not
spot the roost.  To get some clue about the roosting site of
bats, I went to Madareshwar Mahadeo Temple to contact the
priest.  It was around 1800hr and it was getting dark.  On the
way I saw a Block Drongo (Dicrurus macrocerus) feeding on
flying insects around an electric bulb at the Lord Ayyappa
temple.  I observed the Black Drongo for a few minutes and left
the site, as I was much interested in flying foxes.

Madareswar Mahadeo temple is very near the Ayyappa temple.
When I entered the temple campus, I saw two Black Drongos
and two White-bellied Drongos (D. caerulescens) near a
mercury bulb feeding on flying insects.  The Black Drongos
were continuously chasing the White-bellied Drongos.  I stood
a few meters away from the lamppost to observe their behaviour.
I remained there for 10 minutes.  The drongos continued their
feeding without any hesitation; perhaps they were used to
human beings.

When I walked further ahead, I found a male Tickell’s Blue
Flycatcher (Cyornis tickelliae) feeding on flying insects near
another electic bulb below a dense crown and huge Ficus
benghalensis tree near the staircase of the main temple.  I sat
down on the staircase to observe the flycatcher but it was
disturbed and left the site and joined the drongo party near the
mercury bulb.  From a 20-m distance, I observed them for the
next 15minutes.  They indulged in feeding without taking any
notice.  After meeting with the priest, I left the temple around
1900hr until when all three species were still busy feeding on
insects.

Nocturnal feeding by Black Drongo inside human habitations,
have been reported by Khan (1990), Nameer (1990) and Sharma
(1991); and feeding by White-bellied Drongo by Sharma (2003).
Drongos, especially the Black Drongo is considered very bold
but nocturnal feeding by a shy bird like Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher
at a public place is quite strange.  There is no scientific record
of nocturnal feeding for Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher available in
literature.  Perhaps the attraction of huge populations of flying
insects towards electric lights of human habitations have
decreased food options for forest dwelling birds, thereby
encouraging insectivores birds to human settlements to have
better feeding opportunities (Sharma, 2003).
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