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Fulvous Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros fulvus Gray, 1838
(Chiroptera: Hipposideridae) is a medium- to small-sized bat
with characteristically very large ears (Bates & Harrison, 1997;
Roberts, 1977).  The average forearm length of 40.4mm
distinguishes it externally from closely resembling species H.
ater Templeton, 1848 in which average forearm length is 36.3mm
(Bates & Harrison, 1997).  The pelage colour is variable including
dull yellow, pale grey, dull brown and golden orange (Brosset,
1962).  This species is endemic to the Indian subcontinent except
for a marginal population in eastern Afghanistan as reported
by Gaislar (1970).  The recorded distribution of this species in
India includes Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Orissa, Nicobar Island and perhaps absent in the North East
(Bates & Harrison, 1997; Hill et al., 1986).  The population of
this species seems to be contiguous throughout the
distributional range except for Nicobar Island (Molur et al.,
2002).

We would like to report the occurrence of this species in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir based on a specimen (Regn. No.
M-2) present at the museum collection of the High Altitude
Zoology Field Station, Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Solan,
Himachal Pradesh.  An adult male was collected from its day
roost in a natural cave, c. 2km west of Mansard lake (32048'N &
75023'E, c. 450m) in Jammu district by a ZSI survey team lead by
Dr. H. Khajuria in October, 1978.  A few individuals of the same
species were also observed roosting in the cave.  The cave was
located on a slope surrounded by Pinus longifolia.  Presence
of porcupine (Hystrix sp.) quills in the area was also observed.
Roberts (1977) mentions that in Pakistan, this bat is known to
prefer open burrows of porcupine as day roost.

The alcohol preserved specimen is brownish dorsally with
greyish hair roots and venter creamy with grey tinge.  The
noseleaf is squarish and devoid of any subsidiary lateral leaflets.
The third metacarpal (30.2mm) is shorter than the fifth (30.7mm).
The ear is very large (20mm) compared to the overall body size
of 43mm.  The skull was taken out and all cranial measurements
were taken using a dial caliper.  After examining the
morphological and cranial characters, which fit well into the
character matrix given by Bates and Harrison (1997), it was
determined to be H. fulvus.  The morphological and cranial
measurements of the specimen are given below.

Head Body (HB) - 43mm; Tail (T) - 25mm; Hind Feet (HF) - 7.6mm; Ear
(E) - 20mm; Fore Arm (FA) - 40.3mm; Tibia (TIB) -20mm; Third Metacarpal
(4mt) - 31.2mm; Fifth Metacarpal (5mt) - 30.7mm; Greatest length of

skull (GTL) - 18.2mm; Condylo-basal length (CBL) - 16.3mm; Condylo-
canine length (CCL) - 15.6mm; Maxillary toothrow (CM3) - 6.5mm;
Posterior palatal width (M3-M3) - 7mm; Breadth of braincase (BB) -
8.1mm; Postorbital constriction (PC) - 2.7mm; Zygomatic breadth (ZB)
- 9.4mm; Anterior palatal width (C1-C1) - 4mm; Mandible (M) - 11.5mm;
Mandibular toothrow (CM3) - 7.1mm.

Within the Indian limit, the northernmost recorded distribution
of the species is Hissar (29010'N & 75045'E) in  Haryana (Siddiqi,
1961).  The number of species of bats recorded earlier from
Jammu and Kashmir (including Pakistan Occupied Kashmir)
was 28 (Bates & Harrison, 1997) and this report increases the
total to 29.  However, this is a single record and more surveys
are required to determine its presence in other parts of the
state.

Taxonomic remark: Specimens from northern India and Pakistan
are assigned to H. f. pallidus on accout of their paler dorsal
pelage (Roberts, 1977; Corbett & Hill, 1992; Bates & Harrison,
1997).

Conservation status:
Least Concern (LC) (South Asia) Molur et al. (2002)
Lower Risk least concern (LRlc)(Globally) Hutson et al. (2001)
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