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Ascarid infection occurs in the small intestine of fowl, guinea
fowl, turkey, goose and various wild birds (Soulsby, 1982) and the
incidence of ascarid infection in Peafowls was earlier reported by
Rao et al. (1981) and Muralidharan et al. (1990).  The present
communication reports incidence of ascariasis in pea fowl chicks
in East Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh.

One dead and two ailing Indian Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) chicks
aged 1 month were brought to Animal Health Center, Kakinada,
A.P. from Nagarjuna Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd., Green belt,
Kakinada with a history that one chick was found dead in the pen
and the two ailing chicks were showing weakness.  On external
examination of the dead chick no abnormality was detected.  On
postmortem examination, no gross lesions were seen externally.

On cutting open, the small intestine was found to contain
nematodes and the lumen of the small intestine was completely
occluded with several adult and young worms.  Rupture of  the
small intestine was observed and both male and female worms
were recovered from the  intestine.  Examination of the intestinal
scrappings of the dead pea fowl chick and faecal samples of the
ailing pea fowl chicks revealed characteristic Ascaridia  eggs which
are identical to the morphology described by Soulsby (1982).

Impression smears of visceral organs did not reveal any organisms
of etiological  importance.  On cultural examination of heart blood
and intestinal contents, no pathogenic organisms could be isolated.
On histopathological examination, the mucosa of the small intestine
showed cellular infiltration consisting of heterophils and the
submucosa showed hyperplasia.

The chick may have died due to peritonitis caused by repture of
the small intestine with heavy number of Ascaridia worms.  Lapage
(1956) mentioned that the young birds may be heavily infected
when they are 3-4 weeks old and they may die at an early age.

The ailing pea fowl chicks were treated with Albendazole oral
suspension (Albomar-Agrivet Farm Care, Mumbai) @ 5mg/Kg
body weight.  No Ascaridia eggs could be detected on the
examination of faecal samples of the treated pea fowl chicks on
seventh and 14th day post treatment and the birds recovered.
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Ascaridia columbae occurs in the small intestine of domestic and
wild pigeons (Soulsby, 1982).  The literature on the incidence of A.
columbae  infection is scanty, hence the present communication.

One pigeon (Columba livia) aged three months was brought to
the Animal Health Centre, Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh from
Nagarjuna Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd., Green belt, Kakinada for
necropsy examination after the bird was found dead in the pen.
External examination revealed no abnormalities.  Postmortem
examination revealed no gross lesions.

On cutting open, the small intestine was found to contain
nematodes and the lumen of the small intestine was completely
occluded with several adult and young worms.  Rupture of the
small intestine was observed and both male and female worms
were recovered from it.  These worms were referable to A. columbae
and the identification was confirmed by the Zoological Survey of
India, Kolkata.  Lapage (1956) mentioned that enormous numbers
of A. columbae worms may be present without showing symptoms.
The examination of faecal samples  revealed A. columbae ova.
Impression smears of visceral organs did not reveal any organisms
of etiological importance.  On cultural examination of heart blood
and intestinal contents, no pathogenic organisms could be isolated.
On  histopathological examination, the mucosa of the small intestine
showed cellular infiltration consisting of heterophils and the
submucosa showed thickness.

The death may have been due to peritonitis caused by rupture of
the small intestine occluded with a heavy number of A. columbae
worms.
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