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The Common Indian Crow, Euploea core core (Cramer)
(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) is the commonest butterfly species
found both in plains and hills in India.  It is a polyphagous insect,
known to lay eggs on several species belonging to families
Moraceae, Asclepiadaceae and Apocynaceae plants such as Ficus
benghalensis, F. racemosa, F. arnottiana, F. religiosa, F. elastica,
Streblus asper, Cryptolepis elegans, C. buchanani, Hemidesmus
indicus, Tylophora indica, Holarrhena pubescens, Ichnocarpus
frutescens, Carissa carindas, Nerium odorum and N. oleander
(Wynter-Blyth (1957); Gay et al. (1992); Kunte (2000); Jafer Palot
and Radhakrishnan (2001)).

Mimusops elengi Linnaeus of the family Sapotaceae is a medium-
sized tree found mostly in the forested areas of the Western Ghats
and the sacred groves of Kerala.  The tree is locally known as
‘Elangi’ and is noted for its gregarious flowering and fragrance.

During our study on the butterflies of Kerala, we observed the
Common Indian Crow laying eggs on the leaves of Mimusops
elengi.  The butterfly completed its life cycle on the tree during
the later part of southwest monsoon in August and September.
The present record of Mimusops elengi Linnaeus is a new addition
to the list of larval food plants of the Common Indian Crow
Butterfly, Euploea core core (Cramer).
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