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Species Number of pellets Total no. of Percent  frequency Approximate wt. Total biomass
with the species prey found of prey of prey (in g) contributed(in g)

Mammals
1. Soft-furred Metad Millardia meltada 5 7 3.08 23 161
2. Mouse Mus sp. 4 15 6.60 16 240
3. Indian Gerbil Tatera indica 2 4 1.76 25 100

Birds
4. Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula 4 11 4.84 21 231
5. Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata 3 7 3.08 20 140
6. Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata 2 4 1.76 22 88
7. Greater Short-Toed Lark 118 154 67.84 20 3080

Calandrella brachydactyla
8. Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata 3 5 2.20 22 110
9. Unidentified passeriformes 5 15 6.60 20 300

Reptiles
10. Unidentified reptiles 2 2 0.88 10 20

Invertebrates
11. Orthoptera 5 27 11.89 1 27
12. Coleoptera 7 9 3.96 1 9
13. Arachnida (Unknown spiders) 3 16 7.04 1 16

Total 163 276 4522

Table 1. Diet of Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus wintering in grasslands of Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh

Number of preyed species  -  13;  Maximum number of prey per pellet  -  5;  Average prey per pellet  - 1.79±0.086;
Average meal  -  29.32g;  Average wt. of prey consumed  -  16.38g
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