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Figures 1-6. Plesiophrictus nilagiriensis sp. nov.
1 - Cephalothorax and abdomen; 2 - Eyes; 3 - Sternum, Maxillae, Labium; 4 - Chelicera; 5 - Spinnerets;

6 - Spermathecae.  Scale = 1mm.
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Images 1-2. Plesiophrictus nilagiriensis sp. nov. (female) Scale 1.0mm
1 - Dorsal view; 2 - Cephalothorax.
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Images 3-10. Plesiophrictus nilagiriensis sp. nov. (female) Scale 1.0mm.
3 - Eyes; 4 - Sternum, labium and maxillae; 5 - Labium and maxillae;

6 - Maxillae; 7 - Chelicerae promargin teeth; 8 - Chelicerae, retrolateral face;
9 - Chelicerae, prolateral face; 10 - Sternum.
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Images 11-22. Plesiophrictus nilagiriensis sp. nov. (female) Scale 1.0mm.
11 - Tarsus I; 12 - Metatarsus I; 13 - Metatarsus and tarsus II; 14 - Tarsus III; 15 - Metatarsus III;
16 - Metatarsus and tarsus IV; 17 - Tarsus IV, lateral view; 18 - Claw II (no scale); 19 - Palp
claw (no scale); 20 - Abdomen, dorsal view; 21 - Spinnerets; 22 - Spermathecae (scale, 0.5mm).
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Images 23-24. Plesiophrictus nilagiriensis sp. nov.
23 - Multiple entrance to a burrow in decaying wood between rocks on the ground; 24 - Spider in life as seen with the dry leaf

turned over. This species also makes its retreat under leaves and rocks on the forest floor amidst boulders.
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Images 25-30. Spermathecae. No scale.
25 - Plesiophrictus bhori Gravely, 1915 from Parambikulam (Type, ZSIK 2218/17); 26 - Plesiophrictus ?bhori from Kovalai

(ZSIK no registration number); 27 - Plesiophrictus blatteri Gravely, 1935 (Type, ZSIK 1491/18); 28 - Plesiophrictus
madraspatanus Gravely, 1935 (Type, ZSIK 1493/18); 29 - Plesiophrictus satarensis Gravely, 1915 (Type ZSIK 2207/17);

30 - Plesiophrictus mahabaleshwari Tikader, 1977 (Holotype, ZSIK no registration number).
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© All illustrations and photographs by Manju Siliwal
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Table 1. Morphometry of legs and palp of female
Plesiophrictus nilagiriensis sp. nov. from Mettupalayam,
Tamil Nadu (measurements in mm).

Leg / Parts I II III IV Palp

Femur 4.68 3.9 3.14 4.64 3.64
Patella 3.16 2.66 1.96 2.82 2.0
Tibia 3.54 2.56 2.0 3.92 2.36
Metatarsus 2.86 2.42 2.9 4.18 -
Tarsus 2.4 1.98 1.98 2.34 2.6
          Total 16.64 13.52 11.98 17.9 10.6
Midwidth
Femur 1.0 1.0 1.16 1.1 1.0
Tibia 0.88 0.9 1.0 0.9 1.0
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