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Table 1. Distinguishing characters of A. mexicana L. and A.
ochroleuca Sweet

Characteristics A. mexicana L. A. ochroleuca Sweet

Plant body Green, slightly glaucous. Whitish-green, densely
glaucous with reddish tinge.

Stem prickles A few per unit area (0-6), more per unit area (0-8), bent
nearly straight at the base downward at the base of
of stem, 3-4mm long. stem, 5-6mm long.

Leaves spreading, bent downward, not spreading, not bent, 16-
18-28cm long, 5-10cm broad, 22cm long, 4-8cm broad,
lobes 1.2-5.6cm broad lobes 1-5.3 cm broad.

Flower buds subspherical, prickles Oblong, prickles few, tinged
many, green. red.

Flowers bright yellow light lemon yellow
Sepal horns 6-10mm long, 4-5mm, 6-8 mm long, 2-3mm broad

broad at base at base.
Petals 6 6, rarely 9.
Stigmatic lobes broad, closely crowded narrow, spreading widely and

together and appressed to revealing the non-receptive
the style surfaces between them

Capsule oblong, prickles on capsule Lanceolate-ovoid, 1-4cm long
 not spreading, 3.9 x 1.5-5.2 excluding style; seeds black
x 1.9cm; seeds deep brown

Chromosome 2n = 28 2n = 28, 56
number


